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COMPLEX REGIONAL PAIN SYNDROME 
Statement by Member for Kwinana 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [12.57 pm]: I rise to inform members about 
complex regional pain syndrome. CRPS is a painful condition in a person’s arm, hand, leg or foot that occurs 
after an injury, such as a fracture. CRPS can include a variety of pain symptoms, but the same for all is 24/7 
burning, intense pain, which in most cases spreads and is progressive. Even with early intervention, there is no 
guarantee of remission. Patients experience severe long-term physical pain, but also may suffer stress and 
depression as they deal with the condition. 

I have recently met with Kellie Jones and Lauren Arcus, two remarkably strong women who both suffer from 
CRPS. Despite their physical and emotional difficulties, they have started a campaign to raise awareness and 
understanding of CRPS so that people with the condition can receive better understanding and treatment. It is 
hoped to establish a foundation to raise awareness of and advocacy for CRPS and other chronic pain diseases. 
This month marks the campaign NERVEmber, an international effort to bring CRPS to the attention of the 
world. Cities across America are lighting up buildings in orange as the centrepiece of the campaign. This Friday, 
28 November, with the assistance of the Presiding Officers, Parliament House will be lit up in orange to 
demonstrate our support for people suffering from CRPS. 

I congratulate Kellie and Lauren on their work so far. It cannot be easy to think of others when suffering so 
badly from one’s own condition, but Kellie and Lauren are doing just that so that in the future we might 
understand this condition better and that treatment and a cure can be more effective. 
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